
Good design uses a broad range of domains, and associated taxonomies.
If we structure our learning and teaching solely around active verbs derived from a cognitive domain we will 
always be drawn to focussing on the intellectual skills. As important as these are, they are not the only 
developments we want to see in our learners. We want them to develop their professional and personal 
values (affective), the self-awareness (metacognition), their practical skills (psychomotor) and their 
interpersonal skills.
Using taxonomies gives a wide range of active verbs on which to base learning and teaching activities.

If we use these kinds of visualisations we can find active verbs to design well-structured intended learning 
outcomes and learning and teaching activities. Using all five domains stimulates the imagination!
Ensuring progression within a taxonomy is a good way of calibrating your learning
Recognising at what level your learners are at when they arrive at your course, you can decide how much you 
expect them to progress within your course. Using a carefully calibrated taxonomy, in discussion with other 
course leaders within your programme, provides effective structure for your learners.
Avoid the trap of assuming that ‘Bloom’ is all there is.
I understand that formal education is concerned with what it can measure, and intellectual skills have been, 
historically, the focus of most assessment forms. Bit it is important to think beyond just the intellectual skills 
and embrace Bloom's wider work, on the affective and psychomotor domains, and then even further and 
extend out your designs to incorporate intellectual and metacognitive skills too.
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